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History of TLOR and Humber Nature Partnership. 
 

TLOR were involved with the old Humber INCA (Humber Industry Nature 

Conservation Association) from its early days after being set up via 

HCF in 2002.  TLOR joined soon after in 2004. 

Humber INCA worked with TLOR in 2006 in preparation for submission 

of permit application under IPPC regulations. 

Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Ecology Report prepared 

by HINCA 

Significant ecological features within 10KM of TLOR assessed. 

Major piece of work and a invaluable document submitted along with 

the successful permit application. 
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History of TLOR and Humber Nature Partnership. 
 

Humber INCA acted as independent assessors following a Crude Oil 

leak into South Killingholme Drain in 2004. 

Action plans agreed with EA and Natural England at the time. 

Humber INCA verified all works carried out and reported success of the 

remediation and clean up. 
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Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert  
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Around 2007 Humber INCA worked with TLOR and NLC to improve  

‘badger habitat’ in Burkinshaw's Covert relating to the original Able 

development. 

We also put together a very brief Management Plan for the Covert but 

with little ground works. 

Unfortunately we missed the development of the 400kv power line 

through the Covert in 2002, which could have been done much more 

sensitively at little or no extra cost - had Humber INCA been involved in 

those days. 

HINCA got involved with woodland management after a follow on 

corridor clearance by National Grid in 2011. 

 Alan Jones comment “it was carnage?  I remember thinking of the rest 

of the wood, with its poplar plantations, that it was one of the worst 

woodlands I'd ever been in - just a huge pigeon roost lol.” 

 

 

 







Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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Working together, TLOR and Humber INCA started in a small way with 

the replanting of an ancient hedge bank on what was the old northern 

boundary of the 18th Century part of the Covert - the original 

Burkinshaw's Covert.   

 

 

 

 

 



Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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We still don't know the history of that unusual, mediaeval hedge bank 

but it is now restored and is in the current and next 5-year Management 

Plan. 

 

 

 

 



Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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The big changes started in 2011/12 with the introduction of some quite 

large scale felling. 

Starting the removal of the non-native poplar and sycamore plantations 

and replanting with mixed, native broadleaved species such as birch, 

oak, hazel, lime, cherries, rowan, yew and holly. 

There was a lot of interest when we had large plant equipment on site 

including a £1/2m chipper. A bit of a shock to the system for TLOR who 

had not paid a lot of attention to this area just outside the Refinery 

fence. 

Culvert works were also carried out to improve water flows on the site 

and aid access.  

 

 

 









Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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The following year (2013) was even bigger! We were able to persuade 

National Grid to re-work the 400kv corridor and margins to improve its 

management for nature conservation. 

National Grid put £40k into the management of the corridor that year to 

dismantle the trees in proximity to the corridor and allow a 'structured' 

profile for the benefit of nature conservation. 

They also provided a 16t, tracked 360 for 10 days for all of the 

woodland rides to be created and the old, mediaeval ridge and furrow 

field system to be restored. 

 

 

 

 

 



Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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A big part of works in the covert involves TLOR and Humber 

INCA/Nature Partnership bringing in specialist contractors such as 

large forestry contractors with special expertise to work in proximity to 

the 400kv Line. 

Creative Nature UK have the expertise to create the network of ponds in 

the southern part of the site. 

Another partner, Able UK and the landfill tax grant-body Land Trust 

contributed £50k to undertake this work and another £17k this year to 

help fund on-going management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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 A local firewood contractor now manages the felling which is not as 

large scale as some of the work undertaken but makes a big 

contribution to the clearance of many difficult areas of plantation. 

 The income from this helps to buy the trees for replanting.   

HNP are able to do the necessary management planning, felling 

licenses, planning and grant applications. 

TLOR are proud to now have one of the most diverse woodland habitat 

'Local Wildlife Sites' in the area. 

A big part of this has been the local volunteers, Humber Conservation 

Volunteers, who put in hundreds of hours voluntary work, planting 

many thousands of trees.   

Hull based TCV, who this year put in 4,000 hedging plants over a 700m 

strip along Rosper Road which means over 1km of the old, enclosure 

hedgerow along the road side has now been replanted. 

 

 

 



Work in Burkinshaw’s Covert 
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The project couldn't work without volunteers, who obviously have to 

work to the same, Safe Systems of Work as anyone else.   

TLOR has supported the training of 2 volunteers in chainsaw use, 

which itself is not cheap but is invaluable to the ongoing works in the 

covert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Burkinshaw’s Covert Visits 
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 All the hard work has enabled TLOR to host a number of events in 

Burkinshaw's Covert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Burkinshaw’s Covert Visits 
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Oasis Academy Immingham 26th June 
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2013 Photos 
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