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	Humber Nature Forum

4:00 p.m. Wednesday 03 June 2015
The Lindsey Oil Refinery, Killingholme



Minutes

1. Introductions and apologies

	Mark Adams (MA)
	Environment Agency

	Darren Clarke (DC)
	Humber Nature Partnership

	Tony Edwards (TE)
	HNP Chair /Humber Environmental Managers Network

	Jacqueline Foy (JF)
	MMO

	Andrew Gibson (AG)
	HNF Chair/Yorkshire Wildlife Trust

	David Heinrich (DH)
	Chair Humber Conservation Volunteers

	Alan Jones (AJ)
	Humber Nature Partnership

	Sean Kent (SK)
	Lincolnshire County Council

	Gordon Kell (GK)
	Humber Nature Forum

	Kevin Lenthall (KL)
	Total Lindsey Oil Refinery

	Angela Needham (AN)
	Friends of the Earth

	Chloe Morris (CM)
	GEES, University if Hull 

	Peter Rogers (PR)
	Local artist and sculptor

	Martin Samuels (MS)
	Estuary TV

	Peter Short (PS)
	RSPB

	Susan Wilson (SW)
	Natural England

	Rachel Wood (RW)
	MMO


Apologies
	Ian Bowes
	Natural England

	Daryl Burdon 
	HNF Vice-Chair. Institute of Estuarine and Coastal Studies, University of Hull

	Mike Coverdale
	HNP Director

	Rob Foster 
	Wildfowlers

	Anne Goodhall 
	Consultant

	Vaughan Grantham
	ERYC

	Clare Langrick 
	HEDC

	Tom Jeynes
	ABP

	Paul Learoyd
	Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

	Barry Longstaff
	Humber Conservation Volunteers

	Susan Manson 
	Environment Agency

	Sally Osgerby 
	Michael Osgerby (Agricultural) Ltd

	Leanne Thomas
	Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

	James Thurlow
	Intertidal Ltd

	David Turner
	BTO

	Faith Spencer
	Environment Agency


DB welcomed the group and chaired the meeting in the absence of AG.
2. Minutes and matters arising

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved by the Forum.

3. Presentation: Humber Surge recovery and flood resilience 

MS, gave an introduction to EstuaryTV and then showed the group the HNP advert which is going to be broadcast on EstuaryTV over the next six months.  This was followed by a preview of one of the programmes which make up the “Our Estuary” series. The series will start broadcasting at 6:00 pm on Thursday 04 June 2015 on Freeview Channel 8 and VirginMedia channel 159.  The programmes will also be available on YouTube after each broadcast.  The programmes are:

· The Mighty Humber

· Mud, glorious mud

· Natural Neighbours

· A New Coastline

· Creatures of the Humber
· Final programme is yet to be named.

SM also showed the video clips to be included on the Humber Nature App which is planned to be released at the end of June 2015.

4. Humber Nature Partnership (HNP) operational activity update
GK gave an overview of the HNP key areas of work which included:

The Humber Nature App

The “Our Estuary” series

HNP Advert on EstuaryTV

These three projects were covered in the MS presentation

Humber Hounds

GK informed the group that the programme of monthly events to encourage responsible dog walking around the Humber EMS was continuing.  Humber Hounds now has a facebook page and twitter account - @humberhounds.

Opportunity Mapping

This project is yet to start.

Recreational Management Strategy

A draft Recreational Management Strategy has been circulated to the Humber Bird Disturbance Group and comments were awaited.

HERAG and HNF

Administration services were continuing to be provided to HERAG and HNF.

The Humber Bird Tracking Project

The draft scoping document for this project was in place and further information on the costs of undertaking a pilot study was awaited.  Initial funds were forthcoming and the a funding prospectus had been prepared to inform potential new funders.  The MOD at Donna Nook has expressed interest in this project.

Coastal Access

SW informed the group that work on coastal access around the Humber would began in 2016.

Business in the Community

Contact had been made with Kingston Communications in Hull and the company had a team of volunteers ready to undertake work on the Humber EMS.  A suitable project was awaited.  The company had also offered support from their design team.

HMS Delivery

The delivery plan was on track

Humber EMS Conservation Mapping Project

Emily Roberts, Leeds MSc student, was well into her 10 week project and had developed an Excel/Access database of current conservation activity and gap analysis on the Humber EMS.  The work was based on the condition assessment units of the Humber SSSI.  It had been decided to focus on the claypits SSSI assessment units as a pilot project to concentrate effort in bringing these units into favourable condition.  Emily will be presenting her work to the HNP Board in August 2015 when approval will be sought to further develop the project.

HNP
DC announced to the group that Tony Edwards was the new chair of the HNP and Tom Jeynes and Paul Learoyd were the vice-chairs.  He also outlined the outcomes of an HNP workshop held on Friday 15 May 2015.  This workshop was presented with two complimentary papers forging the strategy direction of the HNP.  It was agreed to prepare a HNP prospectus which should be drafted by the end of June 2015.
5. Humber updates

Environment Agency 

MA explained that £87m had been allocated to sea defences around the Humber EMS but that £15m of contributions were needed to unlock this funding.  This process was progressing well.  The FRMS had been updated and the technical report, which included the effect of the surge in December 2013, would be available for consultation at the end of the year and consultant would begin in 2016.  The LEP had lobbied for to fund further substantial improvements to sea defences and this was being considered by the new government.  An announcement was expected in July 2016.

Natural England

SW explained that she was still working in the area of flood recovery and progress had been made by Natural England on the production of the conservation advice for the Humber Estuary EMS.  She also added that a management plan for the Holderness Inshore Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) was being developed. 
RSPB
PS explained that Blacktofts had nesting bitterns and work was being done with ABP to improve bird habitat via land management.  Funding had been sourced to manage 160 ha of wetlands in the Humberhead Levels NIA and a further £47k of HLF had been accessed for the development of marshland volunteers in Reedness.

Humber Conservation Volunteers

AJ had led the group’s site visit to the Birkinshaw’s Covert Local Nature Reserve.  The group were impressed by the size of the site and work undertaken especially the construction of a series ponds which were just ready to be filled with water.  He added that there is an open day at the site on the 09 July 2015.
Friends of the Earth 

SN outlined the value of the litter picking work undertaken around the estuary and the need for a more estuary-wide co-ordinated approach.
MMO
JF/RW updated the group progress of the Eastern plan and sea bass controls on anglers.

Peter Rogers
PR made an appeal for the HNF to support the re-energising of the Claypits group which NLC were struggling to administer.  The group has local interest and it was agreed GK would speak with PR and JT to agree a course of action.

Chloe Morris
CM gave a brief outline of the PhD thesis on the GIS modelling of the Humber estuary and Holderness coastline.

LOR

KL updated the group on the down sizing of Total Lindsey Oil Refinery and other industrial operations around the Humber estuary.

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust

AG undated the group on the work being done to re-furbish the Spurn lighthouse.  He also gave a progress report of the development of a new visitor centre at Spurn.  This project has met with some resistance but work was being done to resolve concerns and move the project forward.  AG also distributed information on the Humber Nature Triangle.

8. AOB and dates of forthcoming meetings
DC and TE proposed the group considered the integration of the HNF and the Environmental Managers Group.  They explained that although the two groups were discreet they also had things in common and there were opportunities to meet jointly.  The group were positive about the development and DC will progress.

Future meetings:

	Time and date


	Presentation
	Location

	Wednesday 16 September 2015


	TBC
	Time and location TBC

	Wednesday 02 December 2015


	TBC
	Time and location TBC
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